go         FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
commanders I have mentioned, there was never, so far know, any material difference of opinion between u regard to the main principles to be observed in orde win the war. That the mutual agreement and excel comradeship established between Staff College gradii during the twenty years previous to 1914 were of inestim value to the Empire throughout the Great War is, in humble belief, beyond contradiction.
Lest I should be misunderstood I hasten to add tha one more fully recognises than myself that there are rr good and even brilliant soldiers who are not Staff Col graduates. They deserve, indeed, the greater credit what they have achieved, because of the drawbacks ags which they have had to contend. I know that they 1 felt the weight of these drawbacks, for they have told so, and regretted that they had not enjoyed the bei of two years' study at the college, and the eqt beneficial exchange of ideas with men who, like themse] meant to rise in their profession. I would therefore \ all young officers who wish to make their mark and s their country well, that they may one day incur a consi able handicap if they fail to take advantage of the assist; which is afforded by the Staff College course.hool of training, I may mention that from the time Maude took over the chief command in Mesopotamia to the day of his death, and although all communication between us was conducted by telegraph, the local situation being difficult, precarious, and changing, not a single misunderstanding occurred between him as Commander-in-Chief and myself as Chief of the Imperial General Staff, nor did we ever fear that one would occur.
